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Happenings

Project discussion began.
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President Hooker and Vice President Becherer visited
Shiga for the first time.
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Shiga Lieutenant Governor Arakawa visited Meijer Gardens.
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V.P. Bickerer visited and met Shiga Governor Kada, and
made a request for support for the project.
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Three curators from Shiga viewed Meljer Gardens.

Shiga Governor Kada and Michigan Governor Snyder
met and expressed their hopes for the project.
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Shiga authorized the project plans and items to be
exh b|ted
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Establishment of the spemal committee for the
Splendors of Shiga.
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“Memorandum of Understanding between Shiga
Prefectural Government and Frederik Meijer Gardens &
Sculpture Park on Meijer Garden — Shiga Project” was
concluded between Governor Kada and President Hooker.

President Hooker and V.P. Becherer visited Shiga, met
Governor Mikazuki and invited him to the opening
ceremony of the Japanese garden,

Int'l Gift Show featuring Shiga was held at Meuer Gardens.
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Sale of Shiga Products began at the gift shop of Meijer Gardens.
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Opening of the 1st period of the Splendors of Shiga.
(January 30th-March 22nd)

Opemng of the 2nd pericd of the Splendors of Shiga.
(March 28th-June 4th)
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Grand Opening of the Japanese garden : June 10th
- Shiga Governor Mikazuki visited Meijer Gardens

-Tea ceremony hosted by Governor Mikazuki.
(Attended by VIP guests including Ambassador
Sasae and Governor Snyder)

- Meeting between Governor Mikazuki and Governor
Snyder about their sister state relationship

-Opening of the 3rd period of the Splendors of
Shlga (June 10 th — August 16 th)
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Opening of the “Tradition and Innovation Japanese
Ceramics Now” . (Joint Project between Meijer Gardens
and Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park) (September 13th -
January 3rd)
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V.P. Becherer visited Shiga.
- Meeting with Governor Mikazuki.

- Presentation on the joint project.
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Opening of the “Tradition and Innovation Japanese
Ceramics Now” (Shiga Phase) (March 12th — June 12th)
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Official Summary
of the Meijer Gardens - Shiga Project
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Tourism and International Exchange Bureau

Department of Commerce, Industry, Tourism and Labor
Shiga Prefectural Government
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“We would like to introduce the beauty of Japan through the window of Shiga.”

—Joseph Antenucci Becherer, Vice President and Chief Curator, Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park
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This project started with Frederik Meijer Gardens &
Sculpture Park’ s desire to “introduce Japan to the
American people through the window of Shiga,”
along with their feeling that “Shiga is the very place
where true beauty and assets of Japan exist,” and
the impression made on them by the beauty of
Shiga when the executives of Meijer Gardens
visited Shiga in response to Shiga’s invitation.

Beautiful Collaboration in the Sister State Relationship
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On June 10th, 2015, one of the largest Japanese
gardens in America opened in Meijer Gardens,
located in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Prior to its opening, “Splendors of Shiga: Treasures
from Japan,” a special exhibition presenting the
arts and cultural treasures of Shiga, was held in the
gallery in the garden from January 30th to August
16th, during which time it received 386,555 visitors.
For this exhibition, Shiga organized an executive
committee, consisting of representatives from
prefectural art museums and other institutions of
the government, and cooperated in selecting items
for display.

They also coordinated collaborative projects, such
as sale of Shiga products in the garden gift shop
and supplies for the tea house in the Japanese
garden.
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Meijer and Meijer Gardens? The biggest supermarket chain in the Midwestern US, originating in Grand Rapids,

Michigan (224 stores in total, with annual sales of approximately $ 15 billion (64th place in
the world among retail businesses))

HEFRE “Splendors of Shiga: Treasures from Japan”

cFMEER MY —H—FoRE S Y — Place : Gallery of Meijer Gardens
- BERARE 1201551 A30H~8R816 @ Period :January 30th - August 16th, 2015
- HaRfEdR | AMG RE. B3RS (59 &) ltems  : Buddha statues, folding screens, pottery

and other items (59 items in total)
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Number of visitors : 386,555

HEOBENXEHRREE Advertising efforts of Shiga

HEOBE/N T Ly b (FEEBER) #{EREL (50,000 50,000 Shiga brochures made and distributed.
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HEDYERST Marketing of Shiga products

YAV—A-—TAXT7 b3y FTICTHEOME  Shiga products from 10 different vendors have
% EiEIRZE, (RTE b iR &) been marketed in the gift shop of Meijer Gardens.
CEREMEE T 10 BEEOME They are also featured in the world gift show held

in the garden in November, 2014,

HEE Tea ceremony supplies

HAEEAREOFEL2HER LW ORTHIAZ  Supplies for the Japanese tea house are

(FEEH 112 ) . E2[ LYOPEHO (FEEBR) /¥ Shiga-made. (112 items)

Ty FEERL . FAV—H—F > TRH L7 Brochures about Shiga’ s pottery were also
made and distributed.

HBEDE  wall of Shiga

TANV—A-—FLAHAICHEEZBANLLEFER S A wall introducing Shiga was created in the
(S main building of Meijer Gardens.

=B AMBIRMWEIR  Governor Mikazuki’s visit

ZHBHES., 2015 FE6 B10BICw1Y¥—#H—F  Governor Mikazuki visited Meijer Gardens on June
CESREL. BAREROBERICEINNL . #EENRE  10th, 2015 to attend the grand opening ceremony

hEEETo for the Japanese garden and to promote Shiga.
[EhRRE D EED) [Activities during his visit]
CECBRE(EAIBERSERFE. X F 14— -Tea ceremony (Japanese Ambassador
B AR Sasae, Governor Snyder of Michigan, and
. - X other VIPs participated).
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- Meeting of Governors.

- Presentation of hanging scroll written by the
top monk of Enryakuji Temple.

I_? Tv—X E%*% “Tradition and Innovation
EHEEH—BAXBEENS |EBBIME  Japanese Ceramics Now”

< { T—H—F L L EEMEODHOBT. 5| &#HE A consecutive collaborative exhibition is being held by
FEES ERIE, Meijer Gardens and Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park.
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A major 130-acre garden and sculpture park in Grand Rapids, Michigan, funded by

Meijer. Futuring an outdoor collection of scluptures by famous artists such as Auguste
Redin, the park recieves about 650,000 visitors annually.




